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Abstract
© 2016, Pleiades Publishing, Ltd.A new version of the Optical Characteristics of Astrometric
Radio  Sources  (OCARS)  catalog  is  presented.  The catalog  includes  a  list  of  radio  sources
observed in astrometric and geodetic VLBI programs since 1979, their redshifts, photometric
data in 13 bands in the visible and near infrared, and a table indicating identifications btween
the OCARS objects and objects in other catalogs. The main sources of information for the OCARS
catalog are the NED and SIMBAD databases, as well  as a variety of publications. Targeted
observing programs designed to supplement the optical data for the astrometric radio sources
have also been organized. The catalog currently contains 9956 sources, of which 5449 have
redshifts and 7473 have photometric data. The catalog is updated, on average, once every
several weeks, and is continuously augmented with new sources and new optical data.
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